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President's Message

Our family dogs weren't the only ones really excited to see green grass
peaking out from the melting snow this past week! The weather twice
postponed the PTSA fundraiser Princeton Review SAT/ACT practice
test until February 20th and we still had over 100 students attend.

Thank you to Mary Coleman, Salma Ashmawi, Bonnie Huneke, and
Marjorie Willard for their assistance that morning as well as changing
their schedules to accommodate the 2 additional snow dates! For students and parents who
took the practice test: the SAT/ACT follow up session to get your scores and an
explanation of how to interpret them will be on Wednesday , March 3, 7:00pm in the
WHS Cafeteria. We hope to offer the same opportunity for practice tests next year as well.

Thank you to individuals who responded to our request for gift cards to help some WHS
families who are facing hard economic times. They will be managed through Meg Lawless
Crosett, who is chair of our Kid to School Committee.

Thanks as well to Damita Snow and Mark Richardson, neither of whom have seniors at
Westfield, for generously giving their time to chair the senior after-prom celebration at the
Cub Run Rec Center immediately following the Senior Prom on June 4th. Lots of
assistance is needed. Check out the details at http://ptsa.westfieldhs.org/committees/after-

prom-celebration.html.
There have been many recent developments regarding education funding and FCPS

Schools, about which I received information from the Fairfax County Council PTA
Budget Chair, David Edelman. Within the Commonwealth of Virginia, the Governor's Office
has recommended that the LCI be readjusted to its 2007 level, which would increase FCPS
share of the State's Education Funding. However, the Governor has also proposed cutting
$731-750 million in Education Funding (SOQ) - an approximate 30% reduction in K-12
education funding. The state plans to count the Federal Stimulus dollars to Fairfax County as
part of the FCPS state allotment, but these funds were already accounted for in the FCPS
advertised budget. The State Senate proposes funding Education in FY 2011 at the level of
$4736/pupil and the House of Delegates proposes $4458/pupil. The highest per pupil rate was
in FY2008 at $5,007/pupil. It becomes increasingly important to find ways for our lawmakers
to keep more of the money raised by Northern VA in Northern VA. http://leqgis.state.va.us/

In Fairfax County, due to deficits in FCPS and across the County government, cuts to
the budget will need to occur or real estate taxes will be raised, or a combination of both
with be needed. The Fairfax County Board of Supervisors will have to decide whether to raise
the real estate tax. The current rate is $1.04 per $100 of assessed value. The transfer from
the County to FCPS represents about 75% of all FCPS funding, most of which comes from
property taxes. There will be three budget scenarios, including transfer to FCPS, that will
be presented to the Board of Supervisors: 1) No tax increase; 2) Equalization of the tax
rate to compensate for lower assessment values and the keep total tax revenue
constant; and 3) a larger increase of the tax rate to make up for lost revenue due to
declining property values. The Board of Supervisors will be meeting on March 9, 2010 to
vote to set the maximum property tax rate. It is imperative that you give your feedback to
the board go to http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/survey/fy1l1 budget comment.htm or sign up
for the public hearings April 6-8.

FFCPS approved the 2.3 Billion FY2011 advertised budget, which was released on
February 4, 2010. The School Board put back a number of cuts into the budget, but need an
additional $81 million in revenue to fully fund it and it is unclear whether any of the funding
will come from the state. In addition, it would require an increase in the transfer from the
Fairfax County Board of Supervisors, which could only be raised by the County by raising the
property tax rate. http://www.fcps.edu/news/fy2011.htm.

The PTSA is helping to organize a senior class “100 Days Until Graduation” meeting on
Wednesday, March 10, 7pm in the cafeteria. This will be an opportunity for seniors and their
parents to pay fees, learn details about graduation and learn about Prom, After Prom
party and the All Night Grad Party. Plans are percolating for the All Night Grad party. Links
are turned on to order tickets or muich for their largest fund raiser on April 10th. LOTS of
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED- visit the ANGP volunteer web site to sign up help and to order
mulch. Order early, as we we've set a sales limit this year!

We are still looking people to serve a brief commitment on the PTSA Nominations
Committee along with Salma Ashmawi, to fill the following positions: Treasurer, 2nd Vice
President (Academics & Honor Roll), ANGP, Mulch, After Prom, Bulldog BBQ, BBQ Silent
Auction, Legislative, Newsletter, Budget, Parent Programs, Webmaster and possibly some
others. We'll be extending the invitation to rising 9th grade parents, so if something interests
you, please speak up now! Contact Salma at ptsa2ndvp@westfieldhs.org if you'd like to be on
the nomination committee or step up for a committee slot. We are also looking for a parent
who understands non-profit taxes who can help us out next fall with our taxes or in February
if an extension is filed. Knowledge of Quicken, is helpful, I am told!

If you missed our PTSA, Coalition, and PROTECT program this past October, your in
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panel of seniors, led by an adult moderator, about what things kids do when parents aren't
looking. Knowledge is power and parents need to keep one step ahead of their kids!

Looking ahead, another reminder we have Mulch Day on April 10th. We need LOTS of
teen and adult volunteers, use of trucks for delivery, and donations of food items to feed the
volunteers. On April 15th, we hold our monthly PTSA meeting, with School Board Chairperson,
Kathy Smith on the agenda.

As always, contact me with any issues or questions. Thanks!

Sincerely, Jennifer Campbell, WHS PTSA President

PTSA Tidbits FCPS Newswire

COSTA RICA Trip (June/July 2011)
Parents of Freshmen, Sophomores, and
Juniors... Want to give your child the
experience of a lifetime?!? Want to give him
or her the chance to see one of the most
beautiful places on earth?!? Want to give
your child a graduation gift that he or she will
NEVER forget?!? If you answered yes to any
of the above, you should enroll your child in
the Summer 2011 Trip to Costa Rica!!!

Spots are now available for students to
sign up for this amazing Costa Rica trip. This
trip leaves in late June (around June 27th —
after school has ended) for 10 exciting and
fun-filled days touring the beautiful country
of Costa Rica. This ALL INCLUSIVE trip will

View latest information about HIN1 and
what FCPS recommendations.

Keep Up-to-Date on the FY 2011 Budget
With New FCPS E-Newsletter The Bottom
Line Fairfax County Public Schools is now
publishing The Bottom Line, a new publication
that will be sent to all FCPS parents and
employees every two weeks while the budget
for next school year (FY 2011) is proposed,
discussed, and approved (in May 2010). It
contains the latest budget news, facts,
dates, and rumor busters to help the FCPS
community better understand the budget and
the budget process. Links will be posted on
the FY 2011 budget web site at

include a bilingual tour leader; Fairfax County http://www.fcps.edu/news/fy2011.htm.

teacher chaperones with over 6 years of
experience leading student tours; airfare;
three meals a day; sightseeing of volcanoes,
waterfalls, hot springs, mountain peaks, and
much more; beach trips; overnight
accommodations in 4 and 5 star hotels; and
memories that will last a lifetime. What would
such an incredible experience cost??? For
students who sign up before the end of
March, the tour cost is LESS THAN $115 a

month!!!

March 3, 2010, The Princeton Review SAT/

Read more details.

Superintendent Advisory Council
Meetings: I invite you to join me to discuss
hot issues and share what's on your mind at
the four Superintendent’s Parent Advisory
Council meetings this year held at Gatehouse
Center Café:

e Tuesday, April 27, 2010, 7 pm

2010-11 Standard School Year Calendar
has been posted and is available online

Inclement Weather and Emergency

ACT Follow-up: Students who took the 2/20 c|osing Plans Due to inclement weather or

Practice Test can get their answers and
explanation from the Princeton Review staff.
The location will be in the Westfield High
School Cafeteria. If you have any questions,
please contact Jennifer Campbell Westfield

PTSA President.

EAIRFAX ACADEMY INFO NIGHT FOR
INTERESTED STUDENTS & PARENTS

e THURSDAY, March 4, 2010
e Snow Date, Tuesday, March 9, 2010

7:30 - 9:00 PM
e FHS AUDITORIUM

e “What, How, and Who" of the Academy
-Visit Classes and Meet the Teachers

e More news and information is found on
the EAIRFAX ACADEMY INFO NIGHT

homepage.

other emergency situations, it may be
necessary to close schools for the entire day,
to open schools late, or to close early.
Parents are urged to make arrangements now
for the care of their children when schedule
changes are made (and to provide for the
rare situation when it is necessary to close an
individual school because of a power failure or
other circumstances). Children should know
where to go if a parent will not be home.

FCPS Emergen hool Closin

Telephone Hot Line to Be Discontinued
December 31 Due to budget cuts, the FCPS
emergency school closings telephone hot line
will be discontinued on December 31.
Employees, students, parents, and community
members who have relied on the hot line
exclusively in the past will now need to check
the ECPS web site, Channel 21 (a cable TV
channel programmed by FCPS), or local TV
and radio stations or sign up to receive
emergency school closing information from the
Keep in Touch e-mail notification system.

Westfield 5K Race Committee Calls for Participants and Sponsors The Westfield HS 5K
Race is calling for race participants and sponsors for its 9th annual run, which will be held on
Saturday, May 8, 2010, at 8a.m. All proceeds from the WHS 5K race run will be used to

fund scholarships for Westfield seniors. Register Online or Downl

n. Read more

online. Any questions, please contact us at SkPTSA@westfieldhs.org.

Sincerely,

Karen Duncan and Gary Flather, 5K Chairs

All Night Grad Party (ANGP) & Mulch News

Four months until graduation! The committees and subcommittees for the ANGP are
settling in and addresssing the issues needed to make the ANGP a success. The first big
hurdle is our major fund raiser, Mulch Day, April 10,2010. Please go to the PTSA ANGP web
site to find out how you can help with this event intended to keep our graduates alive.

ANGP MULCH SALE NEEDS TRUCK DONATIONS The Mulch Sale is the largest fundraiser for
the All Night Graduation Party and delivery day is set for April 10, 2010. On that day we hope
to be deliver total limited number of available bags (up to 14,000) of double-shredded
hardwood mulch to homeowners who have graciously supported our efforts to raise funds in
support of the 2010 alcohol/drug free All Night Graduation Party. However, to make this
fundraiser successful the PTSA ANGP Committee needs the donation of stake trucks,
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pickup trucks, etc. that can be used for delivery. If you own or work for a construction
company, landscape company, rental company or any other business that has these
types of vehicles and are willing donate the use of those trucks on April 10, 2010 please
contact Mary Coleman at ptsalstvp@westfieldhs.org or 703-449-9176. Remember, given
that the PTSA is a 501(c) organization all donations are tax deductible. Help us help our
students!!!!

Parents, want to to know what ANGP is all about? NAGEWANEI=NTa el gaat-1aleTat-18: [To X gT0)VY)

Sincerely,
Suzanne Olijar, ANGP Coordinator

After Prom Celebration

Join Us at the After Prom Celebration (APC) Meeting

Please come to the next APC meeting on Thursday, 3/11/10, at 7 pm in the library. The
APC will take place on Saturday, 6/5/10, from 12:30 am - 4:30 am (right after the Prom). We
need parent/guardian volunteers to help with Activities/Games, Student sign-in/sign-out,
Prizes, Security, Decorations, Food, and Donations. Please contact Mark Richardson or Damita

Snow (APC co-chairs) at afterprom@westfieldhs.org if you have any questions/comments.
Your assistance would be greatly appreciated. Visit w ite for more informati

Sincerely,
Mark Richardson & Damita Snow, Co-Chair

State & District PTA News

The Virginia Lottery Super Teacher Awards are back!

The Virginia Lottery, with support from Virginia PTA and The Supply Room Companies
recognize 8 deserving teachers from across the state. Have you experienced the work of
a special teacher that has brought a smile to your child's face? Nominate them to be a
Super Teacher! Entries accepted through March 6. Nominate a Super Teacher online today!

NOVA District PTA Looking for a few good Volunteers to fill upcoming 2010-2012 school
year. Both board and committees chairs need to be filled. Find out what the job descriptions
are online at http://www.novadistrictpta.org/aboutus/officerDuties.htm. Contact Debbie
Kilpatrick at districtdirector@novadistrictpta.org if you are interested.

Virginia PTA Scholarship Program The Virginia PTA offers scholarships to graduating high
school students planning to enter teaching or other youth-serving professions in Virginia. A
$1,200 scholarship is awarded in memory of M. Frieda Koontz, who served as the Executive
Secretary of the SCA from 1922-1950. Another $1,200 scholarship honors S. John Davis,

Virginia’s Superintendent of Schools from 1979-1989. All remaining scholarships are $1,000.

Read more about this program and download application package. Application Deadline March
1, 2010.

National PTA Legislation Conference Tuesday, March 09 2010 To Thursday, March 11 2010
Attend the 2010 National PTA Legislative Conference March 9-11, in Washington DC. Find out
more.

Minority Achievement News

Please plan to attend the next Minority Achievement Committee Parent Coffee, which
will be held March 16, 2010 in the Westfield Library.

Our Parent Coffees may include either guest speakers, panel discussions consisting of
parents and or students that will be used to stimulate involvement in MAC as a Westfield
community. We share ideas, food, door prizes and welcome forward thinking conversation to
help bridge the gaps within Westfield.

R more news online.

Co-Chairpersons
Milan Coleman, Evelyn Spain

Parent Proarams

"Saturday Night in the Suburbs" is Back Find out from a panel of our own students what is
really going on!

WHEN: Thursday, March 18, 2010 at 7:00 PM

WHERE: Westfield High School, Lecture Hall

WHAT: For adults, an evening of dialogue with a panel of senior students to discuss drugs,
alcohol, parties, driving, sexting, Facebook, and communication between teens and parents.
This free program has been well received the past 5 years by high school and middle school
parents and is being brought back by popular demand. Join us for an “eye-opening” and
honest discussion. Even if you think your teen is behaving, come out and hear what
pressures your child has or will have to deal with and what others are involved in! Knowledge
is power, and prevention starts early...

Reaching out: TO PROTECT YOUR CHILD FROM THE REALITIES OF SUBSTANCE ABUSE
Please join Centreville HS Principal Mike Campbell as he leads a panel discussion with youth in
recovery, parents affected by their child’s substance abuse, Centreville HS Student Assistant
Profes-sional from Alcohol and Drug Services and Centreville Student Resource Officer from
Fairfax County Police. Monday, March 15, 2010 Centreville High School Auditorium 7-8:30pm
View flier.

Internet Safety DVD Available A copy of the DVD and workbook "Internet Safety 101:
Empowering Parents" is available for Westfield parents to borrow and view in your home. The
Virginia PTA and Enough is Enough, a non-profit organization, is offering this guide for parents
in an effort to make the Internet safer for children and families. If interested in viewing,
please contact ptsa_president@westfieldhs.org to sign out the packet and return it for
others to view. There is no charge.

Reflections Committee
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The NOVA District PTSA Reflections Winner for Literature is from WHS! 1st Place Senior
Category : Outstanding Interpretation Katie Reilly. Katie's work now moves on to the
State level for the next round of judging.

Parents, please consider volunteering for this wonderful arts program next
year. Volunteers are especially needed for judging at the County level. If you
can help, please email your contact info to: Reflections@fccpta.org. You

can view details regarding the program at this link: ?l/;:
— N e

Next year's program theme is "Together We Can". Encourage your students to work on
a submission over the summer. The entry deadline will likely be mid-October 2010.

Further information regarding the Reflections Program can be found on online.

Co-Chairpersons
Sue Bark & Mary English

Two new PTSA fundraiser programs to announce (Read more details online):
e Harris Teeter Together In Education program. Our school code is 8134. This
program is easy and part of normal daily living without additional investments.
Parents and teachers please remember to sign up your Giant Bonus Cards and designate
Westfield #03798 for your A+ Bonus Bucks contributions. Customers can support up to
three schools to benefit from the A+ Bonus Bucks that accrue. We currently have 310 Bonus
cards designated. If you have friends and family without children encourage them to
designate their cards to Westfield High as well. This can be done in the store, online or by
phone 1-877-275-2758 Our school code is #03798. There are extra credit items which
change every two weeks found here but check back every two weeks. With each Extra
Credit purchased using the Giant Card, you can earn an extra 50 A+ Bonus Bucks. The A+
Bonus Bucks program started October 9, 2009, and runs through March 25, 2010.
Renew your eScrip for Safeway for Westfield High School. Our group ID is 6634243.
Safeway contributions for those supporters who have not renewed will stop on Nov 1st
Please RENEW today. eScrip requires a minimum of one group and a maximum of three groups
to receive contributions from your purchases.
Any questions feel free to contact me waysmeans@westfieldhs.org

Sincerely,
Lea Holland, Ways & Means Chair

Booster News
[Theatre Boosters
Westfield Theatre will present the classic Stephen Sondheim-Arthur
Laurents-Leonard Bernstein musical West Side Story

Due to inclement weather, the February 11-14 performances of Westfield
Theatre’s West Side Story have been rescheduled to March 5-7. View New -A
Show Schedule All tickets for postponed shows will be honored at rescheduled
shows for the reserved seats that were originally purchased. No action is required of patrons
holding tickets for Feb. 12, 13 and 14. Tickets are on sale online at
www.westfieldtheatreboosters.com.

West Side Story will feature an orchestra led by Westfield High School Choral
Director Jessica Lardin, who is also the vocal director. Students Melanie Aponte, Alex Cain,
Kerowyn Brewer, DeAnna Hughes and Lani Fu lead the production team. Chris Hobbs is
heading up costume design and production. West Side Story is a modern adaptation of William
Shakespeare’s tragedy Romeo & Juliet. Manhattan serves as the backdrop of the story with
Tony and Maria as Romeo and Juliet. These star-crossed lovers are caught amidst racial
tensions and violence as they struggle to stay together despite insurmountable odds. The
themes of bigotry, diversity, and cultural assimilation are as relevant today as they were
when the show debuted on Broadway in the late 1950’s. West Side Story has music by
Leonard Bernstein, lyrics by Stephen Sondheim and a book by Arthur Laurents. The Bernstein
and Sondheim score features such classics of the American musical theatre as "Something's
Coming," "Tonight,” "America," "l Feel Pretty" and "Somewhere." For more information, contact
www.westfieldtheatreboosters.com or call 703-488-6439.

Look at what The FCPS Parent Resource Center has coming up!

View a complete list of all upcoming Workshops and Activities posted to the PRC web site.

estfield Community Coalition (more resources online)

Underage drinking parties can be reported Under Your Influence This web site is meant

anonymously to the police at 703-691-2131 to be your resource and link to the

where they will disperse police assistance, or information your need in your role of teaching

703-246-2333 for the "Shut it Down" Hotline, your child about underage drinking and

to report date, time, and location of an discusses impaired driving to vital importance

underage drinking party. To report WHS of seat belts and enforcement of graduated

security concerns, contact Ray Clements at driver license laws as well as your role in both

703-488-6307 or Ray.Clements@fcps.edu teaching your child and establishing rules that
will protect them both as a driver and

Parents: the Anti—Drug passenger.

http://www.theantidrug.com/

TheAntiDrug.com was created by the National Leslie Churn, MA, Substance Abuse

Youth Anti-Drug Media Campaign to equip Counselor for Westfield HS Contact 703—

parents and other adult caregivers with the 488-6308 or at Leslie.Churn@fcps.edu for a

tools they need to raise drug-free kids. free and confidential assessment.
Working with the nation's leading experts in
the fields of parenting and substance abuse Powerful video on seatbelts. It was

prevention, TheAntiDrug.com serves as a produced by Montana Dept of Transportation.
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drug prevention information center, and a It is a true story. No actors.”
supportive community for parents to interact

and learn from each other. Shut It Down Hotline 703-246-2333, to

report date, time and location of an underage
Feeling Alone? Don't know what to do? drinking party if you hear about it ahead of
Tired of Signaling for help? Is your time.

Adolescent in trouble? Is your teenager

running away, truant, abusing alcohol or Ethics Day at Westfield HS (Cluster 8;
drugs, out of control at home, school, or Westfield HS) Sophomores learn valuable
in the community? This is a free group lessons about decision-making and
sponsored by the Fairfax County Juvenile and consequences. View Video (5:15 min)
Domestic Relations District Court. Parent's

Support Group — Every Tuesday at 7:30pm  Parents Who Host Lose the Most (Safe
at The Historical Courthouse Bldg, 4000 Chain and Drug Free Youth; All Clusters)
Bridge Rd., Fairfax, VA Room 2221. Thisis a Interview with Diane Eckert, Safe and Drug
walk-in group with no registration necessary, Free Youth and Tim Thomas, Westfield HS.
for parents of a teenager seeking help finding (4:26)

information, gaining insight or regaining

control of their child. Contact Fran DeLoatche Westfield Community Coalition

or Paula King at 703-246-2495 for further Coordinator: Jennifer Cooper

information. (Jalcooper@aol.com) 703-966-8304.
Contact Jennifer to be on the email list to
Unified Prevention Coalition receive free information about prevention

The Unified Prevention Coalition of Fairfax programs and upcoming events.

County Public Schools is dedicated to

promoting prevention and early intervention Under Age Tip Line 703-691-2131.

for violence and drug use in our community. Underage drinking parties can be reported

Visit web site for resource information. anonymously to the police at this number.
They will disperse police assistance.
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